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WASHINGTON, Aug. 9--The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture today reported the following recent developments in 
U.S. agricultural trade: 


U.S. AGRICULTURAL TRADE FS EeOs Da 


U.S. agricultural exports were $29.8 billion during October-June of 
fiscal year 1984, 12 percent higher than the same period in fiscal 1983. The 
increase was due to higher prices since export volume was 2 percent below the 
1983 level. Export volume through June was 109.9 million tons which compares 
to 112.6 million tons for 1983. U.S. agricultural imports through June were 
13 percent above 1983 and now stand at $14.0 billion. The resulting trade 
balance for agricultural products was $15.9 billion for the first nine months 
of the year. 

U.S. Agricultural Trade 
(Billion Dollars) 
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Agricultural exports in June 1984 were $2.6 billion, 8 percent belgn 
June 1983. The month of June is the first month this fiscal year in which” fn 
export value was less than the comparable month of 1983. Grains and oilseeds 
for June, which comprise the majority of U.S. agricultural exports, were down 
drastically from June 1983. The value of corn and soybeans was down 18 and 22 
percent, respectively, while the quantity of these products was down 27 and 39 
percent, respectively. Of the major commodity groups, only cotton, poultry 
and livestock products registered gains over June 1983. Export volume for the 
month was 9.2 million tons compared to 11.5 million tons in 1983, a 2l1-percent 
decrease. 
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Agricultural imports in June 1984 were $1.3 billion, the same as in 
June 1983. Dairy, livestock and tobacco products were down significantly from 
1983, while the other commodity groups were above 1983 import levels. Sugar 
and tropical products, which accounted for 38 percent of U.S. imports in June, 
were 18 percent above June 1983. For most of 1984, horticultural products 
have been running well above 1983 levels; however, imports in June were about 
the same as June 1983. Total import volume was 1.2 million tons, 7.8 percent 
lower than June 1983. 
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EDWIN N. MOFFETT, Editor, Tel. (202) 382-9443. Additional copies may 
be obtained from FAS Media and Public Affairs Branch, 5918-South, Washington, 
D.C. 20250. Tel. (202) 447-7937. 
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